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Do you know

how much you
spend per month
on electricity? How
about your gas
utility? The person
who pays the bills
in your household
probably has a
pretty good idea.
But do you know
how much you
spend on garbage?
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Pay-As-You-Throw

Throw Away Less and Save

ach time your city or town

sends a truck down your

shreel Lo piL:k L WOuE waste,

it costs money. 1L costs
money even il you drop your Irash
aff at a local dump. Ultimarely, you
pay for this service, usually throush
your local Laves, And s not likely
that you have much control over the
amount you pay, regardless ol how
much garbage you create.

There is a dilTeraenl systom, how-
ever, under which residents are
" asked to pay for

; wasbe colloclion
directly—Dbased on

the amount ol garbage they
actually penerate. They're called
“pay-as-vou-throw"™ programs, and
nearly 2000 communilics across
the country have begun using
them.

What is
pay-as-you-throw?

Pay-as-you-throw is a differ-
vnl way of paying [or waste
collection and disposal ser-
vices: Inosome !Fi!}-’-—ﬁﬁ"}-'ﬂ“"
throw communities, it worls

" and Recy

on a per-container basis: house-
holds are charged lor cach bag or
can of waste they penerate. A few
communitics bill residents hasod on
the weight of their tragh, Lither
way, the system motivates people to
recyele more and Lo think about
ways to generaie less waste in the
first place.

For community residents. however,
the most importan) advantage of
pav-as-vou-throw may be the fair
ness c'll'.l.d gl'cater control over costs
Lhat il ofllers, Do vou have r]cigh hors
that never seem to recycle, and
alwa}fs leave oul six or seven bags off
trash? While you may not have
thought about it,

righl nowe G oam

youre . "




helping them pay for that waste. Under pay-as-
vou-throw, evervone payvs only for what they

gur:[*r':il.[r

neighbor’s wastefulness anymore. It anly fair.
With pay-as-vou-throw, when you recycle and

prevent waste, you're reward-
ed with a lower trash bill.

Because of these potential
cost savings, both vou and

vour neiehbors will natarallsy
2 ;

want to reduce the amount
ol waste that you generate.
And when people reduce
waste, that can mean lower
vosls [or your communily,
since it costs less to collect
and dispose of everyone's
trash. This mighl even [ree
up funding for other munici
pral serviees vouo depend
upon
and police protection.

like schools and fire

[ addition, the pay-as-you-
throw incentive to pul less
wasteal the curb can make a
big environmental difference.
Whon people generate less
waste and recycle more,
fewer natural respurces are
used and there is less pollu-
tion from manufacturing,
Vitluable Band Gl space is cone
served as well, reducing the
tneed to site new facilities,

Are there disadvantages to

pay-as-you-throw?

While there are potential barriers to a success-
ful program, communitics with pay-as-you-
throw report that they have lound effective
slulions. Hlegal dumping is a frequently

seb yerld wean’l have Lo subsidice your

When people
enerate less
waste arnl

recycle more,
fewer natural
PESHUILeS S
Msed an
there is less

pollution Troww

manufacturing.

raiscd issue, While people olten assume that
illegal dumping will increase once residents are
asked to pay for each container of waste they
generate, mosl communilics wilh pay-as-you-
throw have found this not to be the case. This is

especially true when communi-
ties offer their residents recy-
cling, composting for yard
Lrimmmings, and other programs
that allow individuals to reduce
wastc legally. Others, particular-
by lower-income residents,
worry about the amount they
will have 1o pay. In many com-
mumnities, however, coupon or
voucher programs are being
used to help reduce trash collec-
tion costs for these houscholds.

What can | do?

I vou're interested in pay-as-
you throw, talk to your town
planner or local clected repre-
sentatives! Ask them il Lhey
lenow about pay-as-you-throw,
and whoether they would con-
sider using it in your commiu-
nity. IF you or your town's
officials want Lo know morg
about pay-as-yvou throw, EPA
has developed a guidehook
you can use. Pay-As-You-
Throw: Lessons Learned About
[nif Pricing (ETAS530-R-94-004)
contains background informa
tion on the advantages af

pav as vou throw and provides detailed infor-

mation on how these programs work. To order
a copy, call the EPA/RCRA Superfund Holline

at S00-424-9346 or T 200 553 70672 for the
hearing impaired. For Washington, DG, and
outside the United States, call 703-112-9810 or
THI 703-412-3325.



